BETWEEN 

|f  0  H  N  A  M  Rs  T  H  0  M  A  8, 

... ... .  ox-- 

The  Corn  Iiaws,  The  Charter, 


j:q;.-.<Mi.„,TEETOTALIS]VI, 

If w  nsil  ot  *fe8^m  and 


iieit<>ib  yAdi      'o  nrgho  r^ih  iao  'nft  o)  ^id^ia  jb  jk- 

Bg  TOY  on  ml  wofi  Ih  ^  i  bk?ow  i'n^  funi  Hy^ 

|)  'jicJ  jsfibliiow  '{sdj  ,i  .  ;  \tii;ii5j  on  Bit  iy/  /  •  < 

*u8l[{oH  boB  ,fii8«wi4  boK  ^faireijuji  iiiind  am  bna  .ebo^ii^ 

(18  lilfili  bed  rJ*i-;^>         M  5  iliiiili  1     .  ihiXig 

18*4^.       '^>nn  <bi5^>d -fj^dl 


i 


T.  Wietl  Ji«Iin  what  (ip  yoa  think  l«ie  coiD^  out  o' 
thae  terrible  times  ?  I  believe  our  kintra  neer  saw  a  timejfht 
like  this. 

J.  Really  ibey  ure  fear^u*  lookiiig  tiwes,  asd  I  am 
really  at  a  lo^s  what  to  think  about  tlietn,  or  how  to  pro 
pose  a  remedy  to  better  them. 

T.  Deed  John  I'm  truly  at  a  loss  mysel'  to  ken  what  ti^ei 
would  be  the  best  remedy,  but  it  is  plain  we  would  need  re 
some  rem«dy  soon,  for  our  miseries  are  every  day  incieas- 
ing,  and  the  starvation  and  destitution  that  is  amang  us 
is  alarming.    Hae  ye  nae  idea  ava*  what  can  be  tlie* 
cause  o'  a*  this  bankruptey  and  beggary  that  is  come|to<l8 
amang  us  ?  |  tiiopi 

J*  It  is  often  my  first  thochts  in  the  morning,  and  thdo'fli( 
last  at  night,  to  fin'  out  the  origin  o*  a'  this  distress;!  tkeb 
whiles  I  think  the  Corn  Bill  has  a  great  effect  to  hurt  outM 
trade,  and  I  hae  nae  doubt  but  it  has  had  a  bad  efiFect,  T 
but  how  far  it  would  remedy  the  evil  now  Tm  no  very  sure^  lliesu 
for  w'l  us  no  takin'  their  Corn,  they  wouldna  tak*  outtlftjn 
Goods,  and  noo  baith  Russia,  and  Prussia,  and  Holland,  tiiinks 
and  Belgium,  and  France,  and  America,  an'  a',  has  got- 
ten Cotton  Mills,  and  Thread  Mills,  and  lots  o'  our  Me- 
cbaDieS)  and  they  are  qiHte  independent  o'  as  and  ^ui 
goods.  I  think  our  landholders,  if  they  had  half  an  e\ 
in  their  head,  micht  see  that. 
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T.  I  cHi^A»  Ihtnlc  yt'te  fir  wrfttig  Jolm,  altlio*  I  h*ve 
i^ard  sofvt^  argue  stfietly  in  behdlf    ihe  Corn  Bill,  and 

m  if  H  wtLsm  th%  Corn  Bill  our  grun'  wadna  be  sai^ 
rifel  ciiltlval^d^  and  its  ralue  wad  sink  in  e^tiaii^tion,  \mi 
I  rstber  think  the  lads  up  by  are  feart  the  reiit»  wtd  muk 
III  their  estimation;  and  is  this  a'  the  relief  John^ — th# 
ptitt*  aff    the  Corn  Laws-^that  we  bae  to  look  for,  fer 

bettering  o*  our  condition  ?  if  this  is  a*  it  is  a  very 
brlorn  hope. 

J.  I  hae  nae  doubt  Thomas  bui  there  Im  ither  causes 
I  ktLt  produce  theie  great  grievances  amaDg  us.  Anither 
{neat  cause,  I  beliere,  is  our  great  National  Debt,  which 
I  Hmgs  about  our  neck  like  a  millstane,  and  Tni  afraid 
I  m\i  sink  us  to  the  bottom  if  the  string  is  not  cut,  and 
»rhat  surprises  me  maist  is  to  see  sae  Mule  attention  paid 
10  economy,  to  help  to  pay  off  this  debt.    It  is  grieVin' 
t#  read  o*  the  thousands,  and  thousands,  and  hinders 
^ousands,  that  is  pay t  awa  every  year  to  placemen  and 
pensioners,  for  no  purpose  under  the  sun,   but  rank 
JL^astery ;  ane  wa<I  think,  when  they  see  our  kintra  sinkin' 
Wtfff^  sae  muckle  need  for  care,  that  they  would  be  glad  %o 
'idopl  any  plan  to  save  us;  and  they  ha'e  a  capital  pattern 
3  cheap  government  laid  down  to  them  in  America,  whar 
the  head  o'  tlie  house  costs  them  only  £6000  instead  o* 
£400,000,  which  some  folk  has  to  pay. 

T  I  must  confess  John  you  talk  very  reasonably  &n 
the  subject,  and  if  your  plans  could  be  brought  to  work, 
they  micht  hae  a  gude  effect;  but  there  is  a  heap  o'  folk 
thinks  that  if  we  bad  the  Charter  it  would  work  a  won- 
derfu'  Reform  amang  us,  and  that  we  woald  get  a'  our 
evils  set  to  right  in  a  short  time,  but  Vm  afraid  it  will 
not  be  easy  gotten  to  raak*  a  trial  o*. 

J.  I  daresay  there  would  be  a  change,  if  that  could  be 
gotten,  but,  as  ye  say,  I  doubt  it  will  not  be  gotten  iii  a 
hurry,  but  I  should  like  to  see't  try't,  and  see  what  effect 
it  wad  hae  to  Reform  matters ;  but  there  is  ae  Reform 
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tbal  we  a-  lme  m  our  pawer,  and  I  think  every  liting  man  latiiei 
and  woman  should  raak*  a  trial  o*t  to  see  what  effect  it(  lieii) 
wad  hae,  there's  naebod^  1  speak  to  but  confesses  thal^  \m 
ikexe  is  a  world  of  evils  in  connection  with  it,  and  fo,^  udeci 
that  reason  I  think  it  is  our  duly  to  try  it,  and  that  is  to  mil), 
al)staiD  from  all  int*^xicating  drinks,  and  I  cannot  think  estro^ 
that  any  man  can  be  a  sincere  Chartist  or  Reformer,  uH-tiatilit 
less  he  be  a  Teetotaler,  for  the  drinking  o' tUae  drink^  T.  1 
completely  counteracts  his  own  schemes.         q  »;i  irn*!  >f>1jli«gii 

1.  Ah,  nop  John,  are  ye  really  gaun  to  tnH  |i'jthe|»ifiil 
hair  o'  comfort  us  puir  bodies  hae  left?  if  it  wasna  for  tlili  iili 
dribble  o*  dram  I  get  noo  and  than,  I  wad  sink  uu'er  myf  » 
affliction  athegither;  ye  cenna  deny  I'm  sure  but  it  raise'l  inn; 
the  spirits  and  mak's  u»  cheery  mouy  a  time,  when  f^m 
ither  thing  will  do't.       .  -  ^,   I  mryi,  'jm  r^^^^hrpii^Ji^d'it\ 

J.  G  yes,  Thomas,  ■  I  list,  confess '  it '  rai«e8/  i]m  «pirit9| 
and  that  to  an  awfu'  degree,  sorhetimes  to  80,  but  uextj 
morning  you  will  find  them  sink  to  40,  being  20  below*  jwk' 
par,  and  then  what  state  do  ye  fin*  yoursel'  in?  do  ye;  lijug 
fin'  your  purse  ony  benter?  do  ye  fin  your  head  ony  heaU  J8W( 
er?  your  character  ony  better,  or  your  conscience  ony^jipi 
sounder,  after  wallowing  in  that  sinfu-  drink  ?  T/tri)W  HO«  Ue 
Th<mias.  ^  .H^inuri^A'uu  t^i^^d^' 'o  jwlli 

T,  Tuts  man  ye're  takizi'  the  very  warst  look  o*  th»  if. 
thing  ye  can  tak* ;  ils  weel  enough  kent  there's  mony  ^  ijlji 
ane  tak's  a  bit  suck  that  disna  drive  themsel's  to  thae  ex-  |te 
tremities  ye  talk  about,  our  Ministers,  and  Elders,  andrlMri 
Magistrates^  and  Councillors  too;  indeed,  the  maist  Onljjj 
folk  that  reckon  themsel's  upish  can  a'  tak'  their  moder-^  jiih 
ate  dram  and  no  rin  to  excess.  i.  ^i 

J.  Their  moderate  dram  !  dinna  tell  me  about  moder-^  ,^{ipi 
ate  drams,  I  ken  baith  Ministers,  and  Elders,  and  Magis-r  i  oul 
trates  too,  that  hae  gaen  far  aglee  wi'  their  moderation,  «; 
but  independent  o'  a'  that,  is't  no  a  shamfu*  bad  example,  lial 
they  set  before  workin' folk,  (for  poor  folk  maun  aye  be;  lii 
imitating  the  rich  if  they  can  ava)  to  drink  thae  driiiks 
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at  (destroy  8KF  e  111 uekle  our  grain  in  iimos  like  this, 
hen  |W)r  folk's  starvin'  ;  every  half  miitehin  ye  drink, 
hon^ms,  believe  nie  or  no  as  ye  like,  uestioys  as  niuckle 
ide  good  as  wad  rnak'  a  comfortable  meal  to  a  gude  big 
mily,  and  I'm  creditably  informed  that  there  is  as  much 
t  ?stroyed  in  one  di^t  llery  every  morning  as  wad  break-, 
^  St  the  hale  town  o*  Paisley.  ,  - 

i  I  T.  Hoot,  nonsence,  John  yeVe  surely  gaun  out  oH  noo 
hegither,  I  never  dream't  o*  ony  thing  like  that,  ye  wad 
aist  fricht  a  body  frae  ev«r  tasting  a  (irap  again  ;  if  that 
as  the  ease  ye  wad  think  the  hale  kintra  wad  rise  up  in 
I  (  mass  against  it,  0!jr  legislators  wad  stop  distillation,  and 
magistrates  wad  grant  nae  mae  licenses.  Hoot  toot 
hn,  ye're  surly  far  wrang 

J.  No,  tweel  avvat  Thomas,   I'm  nane  wrang,  for  if 
jare  was  nane  o' the  drunkard's  drink  drucken,  every 
Mabitant  in  Scotland  micht  hae  sax  pound  o'  bread  every 
?  nek  they  hinna,  and  that's  but  ae  portion  o'  the  evil  that 
»e  l  ings  frae  that  curse  ;  look  to  the  misery  and  madness, 
il'fc  woes  and  wretchedness,  that  it  produces;  we"re  tax'd 
vja  pretty  degree  even  noo  to  support  prisons  like  bastiles, 
J,  liereas  if  we  vvfd  a'  drap  drinking,  a  three-storey  house 
|,d  ha'd  a'  the  criminals  in  a  kintra  side. 

i\  Altho'  th«re  a  wheen  fools  that  mak'  themsel's  idiots 
jij  drinkin',  we're  no  a'  to  be  blamed  wi  t;  there's  mony 
I  f  ecent  respectable  minister  and  magistrate  baith  that  tak' 
Dii|[ir  dram,  and  disna  fill  themsel's  fou,  and  if  folk  wad 
o'ly  imitate  their  example  there  wad  be  nae  great  fear  o* 
\in  wrang. 

jj.  Ah,   rhomas,  Thomas,  but  it  is  a  bad  example 
jplure  aye  approves  o'  them  that  tak*  nae  djink,  and 
uld  gie  ye  plenty  o'  instances  o't  if  you  and  1  had 
;  and  to  finish  the  whole  story,  it  declares  to  you,  in 
akuk,  in  plain  terms  no  to  be  misunderstood,  Woe 
l)il|H«i  that  giveth  las  neighbour  drink."    The  begirmi]\g 
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to  drink  !h  something  Hke  beginning  to  Snioke  or  snuff, 
is  fun  at  first,  but  truly  it  often  grows  earnest,  a%  we  mony 
a  time  see ;  and  I  think,  for  my  part,  its  far  better  to  m, 
it  alane  a'  thegither;  and  I  think  it  is  the  duly  of  ererjftilii 
patriot  and  every  Christian  to  give  no  countenance  to  the^id 
vile  things;  and  every  man  that  drinks  intoxicating  liquw^^l 
is  only  assisting  to  support  40,000  men  who  break  evei^i|jU( 
Lord's  day,  by  destroying  the  bounties  of  Providence,  byk|» 
converting  them  into  a  most  desti-uctive  and  pernicioiiiOMi 
drink.  And  I  think  that  a  man  that  would  not  gie  tifki 
the  use  o*  a  thing  that  is  baith  useless  and  unnecessary^  Jflm 
for  the  sake  his  suffering  fellow  creatures,  is  nae  muiji/^] 
ava.  '^iii 

T.  Ye  really  gang  a  great  length  wi'  your  teetotalistrijffi^ 
ye  seem  to  think  it  will  be  a  general  salve  for  a'  the  disjjidl 
tresses  and  sufferings  with  which  we  are  afflicted ;  but  '^Im 
doubt,  John,  tho*  we  were  a'  teetotlars  the  nicht,  it  wadnlieiiir 
bettf»r  our  condition  a  bawbee,  in  the  present  awfu*  stafttrnoi 
o'  things;  were  gae  an*  vveel  teetotaVd  the  boo,  and  th^jrorai 
^air  against  our  wills.  T. 

J.  Nae  thanks  to  you  for  that  kin'  o'  tertotalism,  that^inea 
no  the  genuine  principle;  besides,  I  am  sure,  if  we  wtnogiri 
a'  pledged,  and  sterling  to  the  cause,  we  wad  soon  see  J  ut  1 1 
difiPerent  state  o'  things,  for  1  am  quite  convineed  it  wauerei 
be  a  general  salve  for  a'  our  distresses.  In  the  first  pladdurely 
it  would  prevent  45  millions  bushels  of  good  grain  froflnouyl 
being  destroyed  every  year,  which  would  have  a  gre^iiorb 
tendency  to  cheapen  our  food,  enabling  us  to  manufactdM  rade. 
our  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  to  cope  with  other  tifl  J.  { 
tions,  and  completely  put  a  check  to  the  evil  workings*  clepoii 
the  Corn  Bill;  and  besides  all  this,  the  miseries  a*»!lelea< 
crimes,  the  misfortunes  and  calamities,  the  lunacy  aMtfei 
suicide,  the  Sabbath  desieration  and  a  thousand  other  evi|eiito' 
would  almost  entirely  vanish  from  among  ue. 

T.  Really  John,  ye  seem  lo  hae't  a'  by  the  back,  m 
I  must  confess,  there's  a  good  deal  o'  truth  in  what  } 
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hut  what  wad  hecome  o'  our  puir  revenue  if  wfe 
''ere  a  to  diap  ddnUing,  there  wad  he  a  hoBoy  cry  out 
i  j  ien,  for  W6  iiae  facht  enough  to  get  the  win'  rais'd  |U3  it 

li|  J.  Weel  Thomas,  to  be  plain  wi'  you,  I  think  the 
n  'in^ra  is  quite  blin'  on  that  subject;  I  ken  vera  weel 
r  ae  great  revenue  aff  drink,  nae  less  than  16  millions,  but 
(  i>lk  never  think  o*  the  frightsorae  expense  that  thae 
r  quors  bring  on  us,  mair  I  believe,  than  a  they  produce. 
Ii  ee  the  tremendous  Jails,  Hospitals,  and  Asylums  we  hoe 
11  :)  support ;  see  the  Judges,  the  Sheriffs,  the  Fiscals,  and 
1  le  awful  army  o*  Policemen  we  hae  to  pay ;  see  the 
1  !riminals  we  hae  to  feed;  the  host  o'  Witnesses  and 
;  .awyers  which  must  be  paid  for  prosecutions  and  trials; 

ad  the  enormous  sums  levied  from  us  in  the  character 
[  f  Rogue  Money  and  Prison  Money ;  see  the  thousands 

aid  for  support  of  our  criminal  Colonies,  for  Freight  of 
!  'essels  to  send  them  to  these  Colonies  no  less  than  86000 

eing  paid  last  year  for  that  purpose  ;~then  say  whether 
'  I'  not  our  country  is  benefitted  by  the  revenue  produced 
iijsom  these  destructive  drinks. 

I  T.  I  really  must  confess,  John,  you  have  almost  made 
le  a  Total  Abstainer,  and  I  do  now  consider  it  my  duty 
}  give  nae  langer  ony  cotmtenance  to  thae  vile  drinks ; 
ut  I  think  we  hae  rather  gaen  aff  the  point  a  wee ;  we 
rere  talking  about  dull  trade,  and  the  causes  o't:  ye 
irely  dinna  think  that  drinking  has  been  the  cause  o*  sae 
lony  bankruptcies  amang  us,  to  crack  our  credit,  derange 
ur  business,  and  cause  sic  an  unparalelled  stagnation  o' 
•ade. 

J.  Deed  Thomas,  I  dinna  think  we  were  the  least  aff 
r;  be  point  about  the  cause  o'  our  dull  trade,  for  I  hinna 
le  least  doubt  in  my  mind,  but  drinking  is  the  cause  o*^ 
'  this  wretchedness  we're  labouring  under ;  for,  indepen- 
ent  o'  the  great  sums  o'  money  squandered  awa*  on  guz- 
[fog,  and  drinking,  and  gambling,  which  sums  micht  hae 


keppit  mony  a  Back  Bill,  I  hae  nae  doubt  bi't  wony  o* 
ane  o'  thae  Win'  Bills  were  drawn  and  accepted  under  the 
inflaenoe  o' the  Bowl;  and  I  quite  satisfied  that  if  tf i 
our  trading  men  had  been  teetotalers  for  ten  years  bacW, 
there  would  neither  have  been  dull  trade  nor  bankruptcies 
amang  us  ;  and  our  present  sufferings  are  only  a  just  judgeJ- 
ment  for  a*  our  sinfu'  drinkings  and  horrid  abominatibrtis 
that  spring  from  that  source;  and  so  wide  is  the  evil 
efFeets  of  the  drinking  system,  that  it  has  seized  upofil 
almost  every  fibre  of  commerce,  arid  so  long  as  AlcoholS; 
drinks  are  encouraged  and  countenanced  by  the  uppA 
ranks  of  society,  and  by  our  Ministers  arid  Magistrate!, 
1  never  expect  to  see  things  much  better,  for  all  classA 
sink  under  its  demoralizing  influence.  Our  Cabtnit 
Ministers,  our  Pulpit  Ministers,  our  highest  gifted  Li t^*'- 
ary  Men,  dawn  to  our  humblest  Artisans,  all  have  suffel^j 
ed,  all  have  gone  astray  through  strong  drink.  I  w$4i 
you  a  good  night,  Thomas — I  hope  you'll  go  to-morrodr; 
and  sign  the  Pledge,  and  1  trust  we'll  soon  see  het 
times.  ^  i>f>j.jii  .ji'jrJ  u  -{.iiiuvi^  ruif  ion, 

Tw  Good  night  John,     .aiiidib  trnmnH^^  m 

*^ljil>  vm  Ji  'jehia<!05  won  ob  I  bnii  ^lexiici^idA  laioT  b 

>  /   -^V'V/  B  Inroij  3«Kt  fin  mn-q  mi\  dw  >Inid}  I 

-iHrsufij  sdi  hiiQ  ,ohBii  Hub  Jiiotfjj  •goi/iifij  oi 
SI  mb  flfidd  md  -mirAimh  imh  Anhb  mnlb  vl 
ilhf^Tj  luo  ilDBi')  o,t      goRoiB  8t)i')|quvined  ^ff 

J6'j  sds  iisQ^B  iiiioq 
.  Ai  vm.m  idvob  i^s^i 
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